HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN f
very probable, any considerable section of British
shipping has to go round the Gape.
However, the most important basis of supply for
the British armed forces in the event of war, apart from
Great Britain herself, will be Canada. The natural
resources of Canada are enormous. She has the biggest
coal deposits in the world, though they lie in the
province of Alberta far away from the more thickly
populated districts of the country. She produces
almost 90 per cent, of the total nickel supplies of the
world, and 10 per cent, of the world's gold. In
addition she has large deposits of copper, lead, zinc,
platinum, cobalt and radium, to mention only the most
important. Two-thirds of the world's asbestos supplies
come from Canada too, and her enormous forests offer
raw material in vast abundance for the cellulose
industry. The waterpower resources of the country
are exploited only to about one-third of capacity, and
much of the electricity produced in this way is exported
to the United States by overland cables.
The possibilities of industrial development in Canada
are limited only by the lack of population and by the
presence of a highly industrialized country like the
United States just over the border. However, separated
from Great Britain only by the strategically relatively
safe Atlantic Ocean, Canada represents the ideal
industrial supply basis for Great Britain in these days
of air warfare.
In addition to all these natural advantages there is
another factor worth noting. The neutrality laws of
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